
i. . 






V 





Ir ^ , 

W> ri v^X 

II, 

■ 4 p 

I'VttT' 


it 

1 '•; - 1 ' 

rv 

v •'•>. .?• 

JP 

1 

> « L 


1 V ,T 




!i ** v fl 


,4fV \ 1 


Lx.^J 



KS&n 

|M 

MJ 

|n 





Is 

S 

BBS 





j§ 


H 



i^Si; 

s/ss/M 




































/Ja 

















































































F-- — ' 






1 V': 


1 P 





'1S^ 

1 1 




Eg 

1 . W i 



































OFFICE OF COMMAHDER SERVICE FORCE 
U. S. pacific Fleet 

DUTY STATUS CARD 

Duty Status Cardlio. 3 Date^l 



44 - 


; Rate/Ranlc Name Ser.No. Corps 

is assigned official duties which necessitate 
travel during curfew hours. 

PLEASE EXPEDITE CURFEW CHECK 

If abuse of card ia apparent, issue citation 
i promptly. ' il > C \—Z 


; Void after 
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PISTOL RECORD COURSE 

TARGET NO. 4 N AME PAUL C. GILLETTE _Rank Lt.Oomdg. 
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Scorer: Cpl.John Modernity, USMC 


Certified to jye a true copy 



















22 SEPT 






Bo/W£Q 


THE HONOLULU ADVERTISER, THURSDAY MORNING, SE1 


KYUSHU 


SHANGHAI 


BOAH H 

/SLAHDS 




•ohangsha 


•’chichi j/ma 


VOLCANO 

/SUNOS 


Formosa 


Honor ono- 


FHILIPPJNE 


'SA/P/fH* 

r>yV/» A' 


MAN/LA 


BOEkOE 


SURABAYA 





















A few months ago Eniwetok 
was a war ravaged island of the 
conquered Marshalls. Today it 
presents this pleasant scene of 
waving palms and snug Quonset 
huts and tents along the table- 
smooth landing strip. It's the 
magic touch again of the Navy's 
Seabees. 


DOMAIN OF THE GOLDEN DRAGON 

This Is To Certify. That 

—PAUL C. GILLETTE. Lt.Coradr. CBC-US UT 

was duly initiated into the 
Silent Mysteries of the Far East 
Having Crossed the International Date Line 
On Board The 

UNITED STATES SHIP ADAIR 
Bound West In Latitude WAR 


n„ 5 Oot. 1944 
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^ges of Pictures on Our Conquest 

Marianas 




Japanese Stronghold in 


Official U. S. Coast Guard Photograph 

ANTIAIRCRAFT bursts splotch the evening sky over 
Saipan as U. S. Navy task force units covering landings 
on 14 June repulse Jap air attack. 


BLASTS from the 14-inch guns of a 
U. S. battleship help clear the 
way for the landing of marines 


Official U. S. Marine Corps Photograph 

UNDER FIRE on the beach, invaders crawl toward 
their assigned positions fust after landing. 


BUCKET BRIGADE: Marines form a human 
conveyor belt to speed unloading of supplies. 
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dfr Saipan. 

By Frank D. Morris 


tackled. Its streets and its people are as Nip , r | 
as Nagasaki. The women wear those long.j 1 
kimonos and thick wooden sandals. Gara-ji 
pan, the capital, features a half-mile of geisha’j j 
houses for the amusement of the wealthier,; 
Japanese gentlemen. Behind the sheer cliffs'* 


Our guns and bombs hit everything but this—Aslito Airport 


“See this area? One-four-seven? The Japs 
have coastal defense guns there and we’re 
going to knock hell out of them. There’s a 
warehouse here somewhere near the airfield. 

That’s it in one-six-two. We will set that afire 
and then work on the other targets assigned |__ r - = - 

u5 » of Saipan are plenty of Shinto temples. 

It was a half-hour before dawn. We saw J The entire Marianas group has been ver- j 
•the patches of purple, mottled hills and the bolen to the white race since Japan-seized the , 
valleys of Saipan as our light cruiser steamed iiislands in 1914. They had been German, andA j 
along the southeastern coast. The flagship of , before that, Spanish. After the wai, Versailles , 
a bombardment support group, our ship led 'deeded the Marianas over to Japan as a t 
the parade of cruisers, battleships and de- • “mandate.” Since that time, perhaps five; 
stroyers-as we moved in to serenade the sleep- j white persons have been permitted to visit| 
ing Jap islanders with the unmuted symphony | Saipan. Two of those were Mr. and Mrs. 


Saipan is the first purely Jap¬ 
anese island, complete with 
Nip civilian towns, to fall to 
the U. S. A. The cost was high. 
But Saipan is one third closer 
to Tokyo than Pearl Harbor 
is to San Francisco. A Col¬ 
lier’s correspondent who was 
there tells the early high spots 


W ITH a Fifth Fleet Task Force off 
Saipan: The bombardment chart, 
spread out in front of the cruiser’s 
gunnery officer, looked like a real-estate 
prospectus. Neat little squares checker- 
boarded the island area where there were 
choice beach-front, sites with riparian rights, 
mountainside lots offering a sweeping view of 
the Pacific, and elevated level tracts where a 
man could build a bungalow and putter 
around a Victory Garden. The gunnery offi¬ 
cer, however, had no such illusion about this 
potential homeowners’ paradise. His sales 
talk stressed, not building, but destroying. 


of our fourteen 6- and 5-inch naval guns. 
The rear admiral who was the conductor of 
our orchestra had mounted his flag bridge 
podium and now fie was raising his baton, 
a pair of long-range binoculars. 

The Fifth Fleet, of which this command 
was an important but small fraction, was 
really sticking its sunburned neck out this 
time. It was the most ambitious operation to 
date in'the Pacific War, this invasion of Sai¬ 
pan, an enemy stronghold in the Marianas 
Islands only twelve hundred-odd miles from 
Japan proper, and flanked by plenty of other 
Jap sea and air bases. 

Saipan, you must bear in mind, is the first 
hunk of Japanese homeland that we’ve 


Willard Price, writers. 

Most of the non-Japanese element are na-> 
five Chamorros and Kanakas, who look and 
have customs like the Filipinos. Tokyo emi¬ 
grated all the Japanese it could to the Ma¬ 
rianas, and. in 1938, about 50,000 had been 
sent there to live. When the Willard Prices 
left Saipan, they estimated that the natives 
(Continued on page 66) 


Among these civilian prisoners are 
the first Japs taken on Saipan. They j 
shuffled down a “surrender road” to 
give themselves up to our Marines J 


U.S. MARINE CORPS—INTERNATIONAL 




The pilot ignored them as he continued 
his radio reports: “Guns one and two have 
been well plastered. There are so many shell' 
holes it’s hard to tell whether they are 
knocked out, but no one is manning them.” 

Some of the other coast-defense guns 
weren't so reticent. They were firing at the 
off Saipan—and others. We knew that the- ships 'in our group, but the splashes in the 
Japs had dredged the coral from Saipan Har- water between us and the shore line showed 
bor. We suspected they had a submarine base that they didn’t have the range. We particu- 
there. If they haven’t, Washington may de- larly watched a spot on Nafutan Point, a 
cide to build one. That would increase the promontory jutting out toward us where we 
length of time our subs could stay in Japa- had located a battery of heavy-caliber Ros- 
nese waters without facing a long haul back coes. This battery was being pounded by the 
to a base halfway across the Pacific. 14-inch guns on one of our battleships, but 

From Aslito Airport, the run to Tokyo there wasn’t an answering peep from it and 
itself is under 1,500 miles. For a B-29, that our spotters relayed the information that they 
would be a fair day’s work. These thoughts could see no enemy activity in the vicinity, 
were in my mind as this task group of the At the ending of the first leg of the firing 
Fifth Fleet moved in for the kill at Saipan, run. the ships in our group reversed course, 

■'-rr ,kl A - Wm ce, boss of VteKfth h, C ° nCenlrated thei^;;'^ 
batffeship^cmildn’t'al^b'e addfd^T’fl? 

SrairouTofi Me Bombarded from AU Sides 

enge “ e SS Jap-held" 

-Sed f ^tljTtl a 7 0n ° n 

mmrnmmm; 


Continued from page 16 


re line, and ittle as our troops advanced. They were 
ard the Jap that hundreds of Japs had been killed 
ne-gun em- e fury of that assault, but the evidence 
line slashed strangely missing. They also knew from 
her inland ous campaigns that the Japs seldom 
ind landing :d to bury their dead. 

,at to slow e mystery finally was solved when sev- 
snemy trucks were captured in a position 
e landings, y abandoned by the Japs. The trucks 

:rated now, piled high with bodies which the Japs 

3 and strafe effected and were about to spirit behind 

ches. The lines, obviously to conceal from us their 

; craft also casualties. 

The entire iring the infrequent luljs between ac- 
J of smoke the Marines and Army men found 
of assault for humanitarian work. Hundreds of 

rd. Within ms, mostly women and children from 

ig, they had lgar- 


■refinery village, were found hiding 
junta inside caves, waiting out the bat- 
lany of them were in poor physical con- 
1 , the children suffering from rickets 
rachoma, the older people either starv- 
• obviously undernourished. These refu- 
,vere gathered in a stockade behind our 
given medical treatment, and their 
rice diet was augmented by generous 
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13 JAP PLANES 
SHOT OUT OF AIR 
IN SAIPAN RAID 

No Americans Are Killed 
in Low-flying Attack on 
Superfortress Base. 


Saipan, Marianas Islands, Nov. 
27 (Delayed) (A. P.).—In an ob¬ 
vious attempt to retaliate for the 
first superfortress raid on Tokyo, 
Japanese fighter planes twice 
bombed and strafed the Saipan 
superfortress base today at a 
cost of at least thirteen Japanese 
aircraft. There was no announce¬ 
ment of American damage. 

Brig.-Gen. Haywood Hansell Jr., 
commander of the Twenty-first 
United States Bomber Command, 
said he had no comment because 
the defense of the island was not 
his responsibility, but at a press 
conference before the first Tokyo 
raid last Friday he warned that 
the Japanese would react instant- 
ly and strongly to an attack on 
their mainland, inevitably inflict¬ 
ing some damage on this base, 
but at a high cost. 

The first attack was by two or 
three low-flying airplanes which 
bombed and strafed Saipan short¬ 
ly after midnight today. This 
raid lasted only a couple of min- 
utes. At noon more than a dozen 
fighters boldly struck, dropping 
a few bombs and strafing from 
as low as 300 feet. Anti-aircraft 
gunners brought down at least 
seven. P-38s and P-47s tackled 
the Japanese planes as soon as 
they left the anti-aircraft range 
and brought down six more in 
running battles extending over 
several hundred miles to the 
north, almost to Iwo Island in 
the Volcano group. 

No One Is Killed. 

The early-morning attack sent 
every one running to rarely used 
shelters. Half a dozen men neg¬ 
lected to put on their shoes and 
had to be treated later for coral 
bruises. No one was killed. 

The noon raid, with Japanese 
planes darting about close over- 
head, was much more exciting. 
One Japanese plane broke into 
names about 100 feet above the 
ground and skimmed the beach 
so low that its heat painfully 
burned some men in foxholes. The 
plane crashed into the ocean. 

Just before another plane 
struck an unoccupied open area 
its pilot bailed out. He drew a 
gun as soon as he landed and 
started shooting. A Negro ma- 
line killed him with a carbine. 

Another enemy pilot bailed out 
over Tinian as his riddled plane 
went into a spin. One Japanese 
plane thundered to earth within 
a mile of this camp. The pilot’s 
body was intact in the plane, ex- 

the ri S ht arm which lay 
200 feet away. All of his clothes 
were burned off and the pilot 
slowly roasted in the fiercely 
burning plane in full view of 
scores of Americans. About half 
a mile beyond that another 
enemy plane hurtled to earth 
without injuring any Americans 
and almost disintegrated. 
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242 747 GILLETTE, Paul C. 



Base Pay- 

Base Pay plus 18 Yrs. Long. Completed H/l /44 
Sea & Foreign Service Pay © 10$ 

Rent 

Subsistence - Per. Day 1 


Earnings Based on a 30. Bay. Month 8 

Base Pay plus 18 Yrs. Long. Completed ll/i /44 
Sea & Foreign Service Pay @ 10$ 

Rent 

Subsistence 

Less? 

Insurance I 25.50 

Allotment 400.00 

Gen. Mes 3 @70£ 21.00 

#446.50 

Net Earnings 


Lt. Cmdr. 

_ Cmdr . 


1250.00 

$ 291.67 


325.00 

379.17 


25.00 

29.17 

' ? '' ’^4 

105.00 

120.00 


2.10 

2.10 


325.00 4 
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63.00 

63.00 
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591.34 
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' 135th. NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION 
c/o Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, California 


29 November 1944* 


COPY OF ANNOUNCEMENT MADE BY OFFICER IN CHARGE OVER P.A. 29 NOV. 44. 


ATTENTION ALL HANDS: 

1. We have finally reached the stage in the construction of 
our camp when definite plans can be made and announced of the moving 
into the new West Galley, and the movement o-f all personnel into the 
Quonset Huts. It is most appropriate that the new messhall will be 
open in time to have our Thanksgiving Dinner, beginning at 1700 on 
Thursday 30 November 1944. Early chow for night crew will start at 
1600. (I trust the Democrats will enjoy the dinner as well as the 
Republicans). We expect to make this a real Thanksgiving Dinner and 
I trust that everyone will enjoy it to the fullest. One thing I am 
sure you will be interested in is that no mess kits will be required 
and you won’t have to wash them afterwards. Someone else will do that 
for you. 

2. Though every effort has been made to complete the barracks 
by Thanksgiving, such has not been possible for the entire ||§mp, and 
in order that all personnel might move at the same time Into their new 
quarters, the movement will be made Sunday morning, Such postponement 
until Sunday will make possible practically all personnel being available 
to settle personally in the new quarters. 

3. In spite of the fact that the construction of the North Strip 
is being pushed to the utmost in order tomeet completion date of December 
1st for the first strip and succeeding dates on the other three, it has been 
decided that a Liberty schedule providing for one day off in seven is to be 
initiated for all personnel in all the battalions on Tinian. In establish- 
ing such a schedule of one day in seven for the personnel, every effort has 
been made to provide that the liberty day shall be on Sunday or Monday for 
the maximum number of men and at the same time provide that all equipment 

be operated continuously. To fulfill the latter condition it has been 
necessary to assign Liberty days other than Sunday or Monday to equipment, 
maintenance and operating personnel. Complete liberty schedule will be 
developed, posted and announced through project officers. 

4. Plan of the day for*Sunday frill be posted and announced over 
the Public Address system. 

5. Arrangements are under way for the providing of fox holes for 
all hands. These foxholes are to be of standard design and each man will 
have an opportunity to help build his own foxhole. These foxholes will be 
group foxholes, and not individual ones. 

PAUL C. GILLETTE 
Lt. Comdr. CEC-USNR 






SEABEES COVERALL. Port Hiifeneme,-California 


Thursday, Nov. 30 1944 




• (Continued from page 1) 

“golden words” on how motion pictures affect the country’s 
morals) has stirred a local boy to the point where he’d like to 
challenge me to a duel. To which I say: Identify yourself. 
Name your weapons (Remington, Royal, or Underwood). 
And brother this column is yours for a day. For as this col¬ 
umnist has often observed: It’s differences of opinion which 
make horse races. And a casual glance at the newspapers re¬ 
veals that this is the racing season. Show your colors. 

* * * 


A POST-WAR DREAM — While sleeping, last night, I 
dreamed of hearing the radio, minus all the decidedly corny 
singing commercials. I dreamed that the programs concluded 
, without the “benefit” of some rum hound singing the virtues 
of “rin-soo white”; delicious “dad’s old fashioned root beer”; 
and a host of other products advertised in a worse than Tinpan 
Alley song style. With so many top-notch advertising men in 
| the armed services, it’s obvious that some ad agencies have 
hired a few fish peddlers, honky-tonk players, and pitch men. 
Perhaps an apt punishment for our axis war prisoners would t 
forcing them to listen to these nauseating radio commer- - 
cials; obviously written by rank amateurs. But on second 
thought, didn’t the Geneva Treaty outlaw barbaric treatment 
of war prisoners? 

* * * 


ISLAND X TALKS —Well, a fellow now on an Island X, 
somewhere in the Marianas, does the talking, and here’s how 
he and a fellow sufferer spend their days. He writes: 

“THIS IS WHAT COMES seven days of the week: But be¬ 
fore you think this is too bad, please consider, that at least 
we’re now permanently assigned to specific details and no 
longer have to worry about whether to prepare for dive 
bombing (picking up stray scraps of paper), head digging, or 
concrete mixing. 

“AT DAWN, we shoulder shovel and pick and dig ditches 
—long and deep ones. And if you’ll excuse our modesty, we’ve 
become quite adept at this form of manual art—but then, 
long practice does make perfect. However, occasionally the 
fine symmetry of our excavations is spoiled when we have to 
use the jackhammer to get through hard coral, and this makes 
us mad enuf to flatten soda straws and jump on flowers. 

“SINCE VARIETY is the spice of life, we are switched, in 
the afternoon to the cement loading gang. Now this isn’t a bad 
deal, because the bags only weigh 100 pounds, and rarely do 
we have to carry more than 500 of these bags in an afternoon 
—and the best part of this is that we knock off a few minutes 
every hour, whether we need a breathing spell or not. This 
closes our day, and if we’re lucky and don’t draw gu&rd duty, 
or a midnight shift, we have about an hour to take a helmet 
bath, wash socks, change the bandaids on our blistered palms, 
and maybe get a note written to the Mrs.” Unquote. 

Just thought that you might be interested in life on the 
Marianas, as described by an expert. 

* * * 




135TH COMMENDED.. 


COPY: 

SIXTH U.S. NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BRIGADE 
C/O FLEET POST OFFICE 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 

2 DECEMBER 1 9 ^ 

? 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: BRIGADE STAFF, REGIMENTAL AND BATTALION COMMANDERS. 

SUBJECT: CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE FROM COMFWDAREA, COMPLETION OF WEST 
FIELD. 

1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE WAS RECEIVED FROM COMFWDAREA CONCERNING 
PROGRESS AND COMPLETION OF THE WEST FIELD: 

"FROM: COMFORWARD AREA CENPAC I 90530 AMGM RESTRICTED 

TO: ISCOM TINIAN 

info: cincpa 

MY CONGRATULATIONS TO YOU AND THOSE PARTICULARLY CONCERNED IN 
COMPLETION FOR OPERATIONS OF THE WEST FIELD AS PLANNED." 

2. THIS PROJECT ENCOMPASSED ' THE A I RSTR IPSURFACED) 6000' X 300* 
INVOLVING A FILL OF 1 ,060,000 CU. YARDS, TAX I WAYS, AND HARDSTANDS OVER 
DIFFICULT TERRAIN, A SERVICE AREA 1000' X 300’, 6§ BUILDINGS IN THE 
SERVICE GROUP, THE TANK FARMS, WATER SUPPLY AND A QUONSET HUT CAMP OF 
220 BUILDINGS TO QUARTER 3200 AVIATION PERSONNEL. 

3. THE VOLUME OF WORK IN THE SHORT TIME NECESSITATED THE ALLOC¬ 
ATION OF PORTIONS TO EACH OF THE BATTALIONS WHO CO-ORDINATED THEIR 
ACTIVITIES WITH GREAT UNITY OF PURPOSE SO THAT THE FIRST PLANE MIGHT 
LAND AND TAKE OFF ON THE DATE FIXED BY COMFWDAREA, NAMELY 15 NOV. 1 9 A 4 J 4 . 

h* THE SHORTAGE OF TRUCKS AND OTHER CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT RE¬ 
SULTED IN COMBINED VENTURES OF LIMITED OPERATIONS SUCH AS TRUCKING OF 
CORAL. YET THE'OPERATIONS WERE ACTIVATED WITH 'SUCH SMOOTH COORDIN¬ 
ATION THAT A CASUAL OBSERVER WOULD NEVER HAVE APPRECIATED THE HOURS 
OF ADMINISTRATIVE EFFORT REQUIRED OF THE REGIMENTAL AND BATTALION 
COMMANDERS TO PERFECT THE SYSTEM. 

5. THE MAJOR BATTALION WAS NCB 110, RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ENGIN¬ 
EERING AND FIELD CO-ORDINATION. THIS BATTALION DESERVED SPECIAL 
RECOGNITION FOR ITS OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE. 

6 . THE BRIGADE COMMANDER FORWARDS THE ABOVE MESSAGE TO ALL UNITS 
\U THE 6 TH N.C. BRIGADE WITH HIS COMMENDATIONS IN RECOGNITION OF THE 
EXCELLENT PERFORMANCE BY THE BATTALIONS. EVERY BATTALION HAD A SHARE 
IN THIS GREAT PROJECT THAT WAS ESSENTIALLY COMPLETED IN DAYS. 
RECOGNITION OF THE NATURE OF THE DESPATCH BY HIGH AUTHORITY REFLECTS 
-GREAT CR-E-DIT ON THE UNITS, THE BRIGADE, THE SEABEES AND THE PARENT 
ORGANIZATION THE CIVIL ENGINEER CORPS OF THE NAVY. THE PERFORMANCE 
IS INDEED WORTHY OF COMMENDATION AND THE RECOGNITION SHOULD SERVE AS 
AN INCENTIVE TO DO EVEN GREATER THINGS SUCH AS TO ACCOMPLISH "IMPOS¬ 
SIBLE IN A SHORT TIME." 

7. IT IS SUGGESTED THAT THIS MESSAGE BE CONVEYED TO THE MEN. 


P.J. HALLORAN 







^ A 9 V V A 


TR.d T oLAIIOh OF rhOPAO-wDA LEAFLET ATTACHED 


"Soldiers and civilians who are still hiding on Tinian read care¬ 
fully the following instructions I You have neither food, nor clothing. 

In truth, you are suffering, and many of you are slowly dying. Quickly you 
are all becoming sick and without medical service there is no hope for you. 
Why do you not come out and save yourselves? .American soldiers and their 
commanders will welcome your surrender as an honorable one. If you follow 
the orders for surrendering, .American soldiers will not fire upon you. 
Almost all civilians of Tinian who have come under our protection are 
content with American care* These people are now living in the village of 
Churo under their own leaders. Likewise are the soldiers who surrendered 
being given good treatment in our camps. 

Instructions for surrendering* Gome out only in daylight hours 
and lay down your anus. Proceed toxvard .American troops using a large road; 
come with your hands up and with a white flag if possible. If these rules 
are followed you will not be firedupon and will be conducted to internment 
centers safely. 

Do not remain in hiding because, American forces are keeping up 
the fight to eliminate all Japanese soldiers. You will be killed if you 
do not come out at one el 


When you come out you will immediately receive food and olothing. 
Those of you who are sick will be sent to hospitals for treatment. American 
troops do not desire to kill you, however, you must come out immediately 
as action is being speeded up against you." 





TENDERLOIN STEAK 




OVEN BROWN POTATOES 


GREEN PEAS 


CRUSHED PINEAPPLE 


BREAD, BUTTER 


BEER AND SODA POP 















TINIAN EXCHANGE 
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APQ #247 


HEADQUARTERS, 

ISIAND COMMAND, 

TINIAN, MARIaNAS ISLANDS, 

24 December 1944, 

ISLAND COMMAND INFORMATION BULLETIN) 

I INFORMATION. 

NUMBER...... ,119-44) 

This daily information bulletin is published for island-wide distribution and 
will contain items of current interest. Organizations having items or announce¬ 
ments of local interest may forward them to this headquarters for publication, 

STAFF DUTY AND DUTY OFFICERS AT ISLAND COMMAND HEADQUARTERS : 

The Staff Duty and Duty Officers for this date are: 

Staff Duty Officer - Colonel U.T.E, GALLIFQRD, 

Duty Officer - Lt. P. STROUPS. 

SUNSET : 

The time of sunset today will be 1757. 

MOVIES : 

The following movies are scheduled for McGill Amphitheater, Island.Command: 
Sunday, 24 December - "Prisoner of Zenda", starring Douglas Fairbanks, 

Jr. 

Monday, 25 December - "Tall in the Saddle", starring John Wayne and 
. Ella Raines. 

Tuesday, 26 December r* "The Merry Monahans", starring Jack Oakie and 

Donald O'Connor. 

Wednesday, 27 December - "Gangway for Tomorrow", starring Margo and 

John Carradine, 

RELIGIOUS SERVICES : * 

There will be a Christmas Eve Protectant Communion Service at the Island Command 
Chapel at 223O on 24 December 1944. 

At 233O there will be Catholic Confession held in the Recreation Tent which 
will be followed by a "High Mass" at 2400 at the Chapel, 

Jewish Services will be held: 

Friday 1815 - Island Command Chapel, 

1815 - 107th C.B, Chapel. 

Sunday I33O - 67th C. B. Chapel. 

NOTICE ; 

Due to Christmas and moving to new quarters at West Field, the Fleet Post Off;i’°, 
Tinian, will be closed Sunday and Monday, December 24 and 25# except for the 
receipt and delivery of mail, 

TO THE MEN aND WOMEN OF THE ARMED FORCES } t 

On behalf of a greatful nation, I extend to the men and women of our armed 
forces everywhere warm and confident good wishes this fourth Christmas of war. On 
Christmas Day more than any other day we remember you with pride and with humility, 
with anguish and with joy. We will keep on remembering you all the days of our 
lives. It is therefore with solemn pride that I salute those who stand in the fore¬ 
front of this struggle to bring back to a suffering world the way of life symbolized 
by the spirit of Christmas. (Signed) Franklin D. Roosevelt, Commander in Chief. 

FROM 0IN0PA0 TO ALL U.S. NAVAL SHIPS : 

This fourth wartime Christmas finds the fighting men of the Pacific Fleet and 
Pacific Ocean Areas far from homes and loved ones. But there is comfort in the 
knowledge that the extent of our distance from home is a measure of our success in 
beating back the aggressor Japan and that through our joint efforts all danger to 
our homes and families has been removed. We may look forward to this new year 
assured that it will see new and more powerful blows dealt the enemy and that it 
will bring us closer to victory and peace. In the reestablishing of this peace all 
of you brave and skilled men will have a share. That is the priceless gift you 
are earning for your loved ones and all future generations. 







v'»e have formed this morning on the <Tay before Christmas to inform 
jrcu of the assignment that the Battalion has received, an assignment 
that win require all of our efforts to accomplish in an outstanding 
manner, and to tell you what I know of future plans which the Navy 
may have for our Battalion. 

The project which our Brigade, the 6th, has assigned through 
our Regiment, the 30th, is the construction of the #4 strip and the 
U taxi-way and the hard stands of the north field, together with 

the south service apron on which the facilities will be located for 
serving #3 and 4 air strip. 

vfhen I say to you we have been assigned the project for the 
construction of #4 strip I mean as lead Battalion, in other words 
as the battalion in charge of the entire construction of that part 
of the north Mr Helds. It is probably evident to those men who 
are working directly on the north field that the entire project is 
30 huge and the allowable period of construction so limited that no 
one battalion oould handle the job of constructing even one strip 
without the aid of the other battalions. 


Such aid as we are giving and will continue to give until we 
oscome the lead battalion. The number one strip and #1 taxiway has 
been under the supervision of the 121st Battalion which will con¬ 
tinue as the lead battalion until tomorrow, 25 Dec. at which time 
the first phase of the entire operations will be completed. 

The second phase including principally the fZ strip and part 
of #3 taxi-way and hard stands will be under the supervision of the A 
67th Battalion until Jan. 15 which is the scheduled date for the 
completion of the second phase. At that date the 13th Battalion will 



CHICKEN SOUP WITH RICE 


ROAST TOM TURKEY 




iH'Miii'ini.lullin'. 


G I DIET GRAVY 


SNOW-FLAKE POTATOES 
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APPLE 'DRESSING 


GREEN SNAP BEANS 


uinihUiitiiHmiisiiiiiiHiiiiu.iimiitiiittiin 




HOT ROL LS 


PUMPKIN PIE AND- 


ICE CREAM 


BREAD 


BUTTER AND JAM 


HARD CANDY 


BEER AND POP 
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Print jhe complete (address in plain block letters in the panel below, and your return address In the 
provided. Use typewriter, dark ink, or pencil, .. 


Write plainly. Very small 


Naval Construction 


c/o Fleet Post Office 


San Francisco, Calif. 


(CENSOR'S STAMP) 




Himitz 


' THE seabees have come 

fORWARD A6 AN INSTITUTION 
MORE QUICKLy THAN EVER I 
KNEW ONE IN THE WHOLE 
OF OUR HI6TOTV/." rT N-n 


UNITED STATES NAVY 
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SECRETARY FORRESTAL CONGRATULATES SEABEES ON 3RD BIRTHDAY 


The Seabees have ‘paved the way for the success of. . . .every major am¬ 
phibious invasion in the European and Pacific theaters, Secretary of Navy Jamed V. 
Forrestal told the Navy construction men as they celebrated their third birthday -on 
December 28th.. 

The full text of Mr. Forrestal's congratulatory message follows: 

“Three years ago, on December 28, 1941, the Navy’s Seabees were organized 
to build the advance bases the Navy needs to press its attack against the enemy. To¬ 
day, on their third anniversary, they can look back on a. record of fighting and build¬ 
ing that has won the admiration of the American people and the respect of other 
branches of the service. They likewise have provoked some highly satisfactory con¬ 
sternation and bluster from the enemy. 

“The Seabees were first organized as a regiment of some 3,300 men, officered 
by the Civil Engineer Corps. . Immediately, they proved their worth in building the 
bases which strengthened our supply line to Australia. A demand came back for 
more Naval Construction Battalions. America s skilled workingmen, from approxi¬ 
mately 60 different trades, answered the call, with the result that today, more than 
234,000 Seabees, and approximately 8,500 Civil Engineer Corps officers have been 
trained. More, than three-fourths of them are now overseas, and other thousands will 
follow. 

“They have participated in every major amphibious invasion in the European 
and Pacific theaters. By their unloading of supplies under fire and by their construc¬ 
tion and repair of airfields, roads and other shore facilities, they have literally paved 
the way for the success of each. 

“Therefore, on this third birthday of the Seabees, I extend my congratulations 
to an organization which chose for its motto the^words, Can Do, and then proceeded, 
by courage, skill and hard work to live up to it. 


THEY FELT A BIG BLOW COMING UP 

The 76th Battalion was pounding its ear about midnight when Leonard I. Olson, 
MM3c,and Vern E. Nickerson, MM3c, went to work saving 1,100 tons of dynamite --- 
and perhaps the 76th Battalion. 

Olson and Nickerson, posted as sentries to guard the dynamite.dump, surprised 
a suicide-bound Jap who was creeping toward the pile, of explosives with a grenade. 


NAVDOCKS 
6 25653 
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Mifscher Anticipates 
Big Turn in Pacific 
War By Next Summer 


Lieutenant Commander Paul C. Gillette, Civil Engineer Corps 


U.S.N.R., of Arlington, Virginia, Officerpin Charge of a Navy 
Seabee battalion, administers the oath to Oliver A. Stoutland 


after the latter, formerly 


By the Associated Press. 

PACIFIC FLEET HEADQUAR¬ 
TERS, Pearl Harbor, Dec. 29.—A 
major turn in the Pacific war by 
next summer is foreseen by Vice 
Admiral Marc A. Mitscher, who 
helped W'hip the Japanese decisively 
in two battles of the Philippines Sea 
and he figures “in another year we 
should have'their navy pretty well 
cleaned up.” 

“By next summer, they will be 
l sitting on a decidely uneasy seat 
in the empire,” he told war cor¬ 
respondents yesterday. 

On the side of current action, 
Admiral Chester W. Nimitz reported 
the second Jap air raid in three 
days on the Saipan base of the 
Super Fortresses now blasting Japan. 
He also announced another Ameri¬ 
can air raid on Iwo Jima, the vol¬ 
cano island from which the Japan¬ 
ese planes are flying to Saipan. 

Mopping Up Continues. 

In the Philippines, Gen. Mac- 
Arthiir reported only mopping-up 
operations on the ground and the 
usual sweep of air forces over the 
archipelago and islands to the 
south; but a spokesman amplified 
the Japanese task force attack 
Tuesday on the Yank air base at 
Mindoro, saying it had been deter¬ 
mined the Japanese made .no at¬ 
tempt to land forces under cover of. 
the shelling. 

Admiral Mitscher, whose carrier 
forces crushed the enemy’s naval 
attempt to interfere last June with 
the invasion of Saipan and helped 
thwart the Japanese naval effort to 
interfere in October with the inva¬ 
sion of Leyte, expects another such 
battle. 

"They’ve reached the point where 
they’ll throw everything in the 
fight,” he said. Admiral Mitscher 
returned to Pearl Harbor after a 
month-and-a-half leave in the 
United States. 

Admiral Nimitz said enemy raid- 


by the Navy Department that his application for commission as 
lieutenant (junior grade) in the Civil Engineer Corps Reserves 
had been approved. This scene took place on Tinian Island, Marian 7 


ers inflicted minor damage at both] 
Saipan and Tinian during attacks 
December 26, the same day that 
American warships teamed up with 
planes in an assault on Iwo Jima. 

Five enemy planes dealt the first 
blow. Two more followed tliem in. 
Two raiders were shot down. 

Iwo Jima Raided. 

Admiral Nimitz also reported that 
Liberator bombers, escorted by 
Lightning fighters, bombed and 
■strafed Iwo Jima that day, after the 
previously announced plane-warship 
assault. An enemy fighter was shot 
down. Two more were wiped out on 
the ground and two damaged. Iwo 
has been pounded daily by such at¬ 
tacks for 20 days. 

In the Marianas, Maj. Gen. Robert 
W. Douglass, deputy commander of 
the Pacific Strategic Air Force, told 
Vern Haugland, Associated Press 
war correspondent, the Japanese are 
able to repair the airfields at Iwo as 
fast as they are bombed. 

"It would take thousands of planes, 
dropping bombs every hour, to keep 
Iwo Jima knocked out all the time,” 
he said. 


In the Philippines, Srig. Gen. Wil¬ 
liam C. Dunckel, commander of the 
Yanks’ Mindoro garrison, directed 
the search which determined the 
enemy warship bombardment—made 
at a cost of three destroyers sunk, 
a battleship and cruiser damaged— 
did not cover an amphibious 
operation. 

Gen. MacArthur’s communique to¬ 
day, ‘ in a recapitulation, added 20 
more enemy planes to the total shot 
down from December 26 over Clark 
Field, Manila, making a total of 144 
bagged in three consecutive strikes 
there by land-based bombers and 
fighters. 

The communique for the third 
straight day reported a heavy at¬ 
tack on Halmahera, the enemy po¬ 
sition 300 miles southwest of the 
Philippines which is close by the 
Yank air-base .of Morotai. The 180 
tons dropped made' a total of more 
than 400 in three days. Among the 
targets were bivouacs. The enemy 
has been reported attempting to 
move troops by barge from Halma¬ 
hera to Morotai. to menace the air 
base. • 
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-.HAPPY—N E W -Y EARI— - 

CANE- FI E L D -'TE NT- TGWN'-B 16 -TCWN' 

AFTER LEAVING THE LAND OF THE BARBER SHOP, MOVIE, OFFICES, AND 
HULA, ALOT OF WATER HAD PASSED UN- NOW - MORE COMFORTABLE HEADS(WITH- 
DER THE SHIP BEFORE ONE MORNING OUT.BENEFIT OF RUNNING WATER). 

LATE IN OCTOBER THE WELCOME ORDER THE SUPPLY DEPARTMENT’S COMPOUND 

FOR MEN TO GO ASHORE WAS GIVEN. TOOK ON THE APPEARANCE OF A BUSY 

LOADED WITH FULL PACKS, FULL CAN- FREIGHT TERMINAL EXCEPT -THAT THE 

TEENS, PIECES SLUNG OVER THE SHO- LOADING ’’FLOORS" WERE OFTEN MUD A 

ULDER AND DITTY BAGS IN HAND, THE FOOT DEEP. THE ENORMOUS PILES OF 

MEN SCRAMBLED DOWN THE CHAIN LAD- SUPPLIES POURING IN FROM THE SUP- 

DERS AND AFTER CONSIDERABLE WIG- PLY SHIPS WERE QUICKLY COVERED 

GLING CAME TO REST IN A BOBBING WITH TARPAULINS BECAUSE THE "ROOF" 
LANDING CRAFT. THE SHARP SCRAP- OF THIS OPEN AIR COMPOUND LEAKED 
ING SOUND OF THE BOAT AS IT STR- * -AND OFTEN. 

UCK THE CORAL BEACH- ANNOUNCED CORAL ROADS.APPEARED AND THE 

THAT THE 135™ HAD LANDED - SOME- PLAN OF THE AREA BEGAN TO UNFOLD. 

WHERE IN THE MARIANAS. MEANWHILE, THE BATTALION WAS ALSO 

THE "RECEPTION COMMITTEE" PROM- WORKING ON THE : CONSTRUCTION JOBS 

RTLY ESCORTED THE ADVANCE PARTY WHICH IT CAME TO THIS ISLAND TO 

TO THE BATTALION CAMP-SITE. THE DO. 

NEWCOMERS, EAGER TO SEE THEIR NEW A MAN WORKING IN THIS WARM HUM- 

HOME, WERE ASTONISHED : WHEN THE ID CLIMATE DRINKS A LOT OF WATER, 

TRUCK IN WHICH THEY WERE TRAVEL- ALL WHICH MUST BE HAULED I .NT 0 THE 

ING MADE A SHARP TURN ONTO A ROAD CAMP.- PERHAPS AT HOME, THE 

THAT CUT THROUGH AN ENORMOUS SUG- WATER-BOY DOESN 1 T OFTEN GET A- LET- 

AR CANEFI ELD. - THEY'WERE CHAGR- TER OF COMMENDATION, BUT OUT HERE 

I NED WHEN THE VEHICLE STOPPED AB- HE ROSE TO A POSITION OF GREAT: 1M-' 

RUPTLY IN THE VERY MIDST OF THE PORTANCE. OF COURSE, WHEN THE 

SIX FOOT CANE AND .SOME KNOWING TANKS OCCASIONALLY RAN DRY, HIS 

INDIVIDUAL YELLED, "THIS IS IT I" WAS NOT THE DESIRED LOT. 

SOON MEN WERE AT WORK WITH MACH- . "TENT TOWN" WAS ONLY A STEPPING 
ETES, AND BULLDOZERS WERE CLEAR- STONE TO THE 135TH’S "BIG TOWN",' 

ING THE FIELD. BEFORE THE SUN A BIG LITTLE CITY OF QUONSET HUTS. 

SET ON THAT. MEMORABLE DAY, HUNDR- SURROUNDED BY THE GREEN : SEMI-TTOP- 

EDS OF PUP TENTS HAD BEEN PITCHED I CAL VEGITATION, "BIG TOWN" SITS 

A GALLEY WAS DISPENSING K-RATIONS UPON A GENTLE SLOPE WHICH FALLS 

AND HOT COFFEE, OPEN AIR SANITARY AWAY TO A SHARP, ROCKY SHORE LINE 

HEADS WITH A CHIC SALE ASPECT WHERE THE CEASELESS SURF OF THE 

WERE IN USE. THE MAIL HAD BEEN BLUE PACIFIC POUNDS. THE TOWN 

DELIVERED AND THE GUARDS WERE SIL- HAS A HOSPITAL, PHARMACY, LABORA- 
ENTLY WALKING THEIR POSTS. AND TORY, DENTAL OFFICE, TELEPHONE 

WHILE THE CANE PATCH WAS BEING SYSTEM, WATER SYSTEM, ELECTRIC 

TRANSFORMED BY SOME OF THE MEN, PLANT, STORE, LAUNDRY, BAKERY, 

THE SHIP'S CARGO-WAS BEING UNLOAD- CHAPEL, MOVIE', RECREATION ' HALL, 

ED BY OTHERS. LIBRARY, INDUSTRIAL SHOPS, DINING 

THERE FOLLOWED LONG HOURS OF ROOMS, OFFICES,. "HOMES", -IN 

WORK ANp) SWEAT, DAY AND NIGHT, UN- SHORT, NEARLY EVERYTHING A MODERN 

TIL AT LAST "TENT TOWN" WAS COM- CITY CAN BOAST OF, EVEN' TO 'TAXIS 

PLETE WITH MESS-HALL, DISPENSARY, AND MOVERS. 

MAINTENANCE SHOPS, SHIP’S STORE, (CONT. ON PAGE 2 - COL. 2.) 
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135- U .S . NAVAL 
CONSTRUCTION BATTALION 


























/OU ARE HEREBY CORDIALLY INVITED TO 


ATTEND THE OPENING OF THE 
COMMISSIONED OFFICERS MESS,' 

U. 5 NAVAL AIR BASE .TINIAN, 

AT 1900 ON SATURDAY EVENING 
JANUARY THE THIRTEENTH, 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND FORTY-FIVE 


-n 



U 


C. BUCK NAM 


A! R B A SB C O Ml Mi A N D B R. 


^We tNua BSV, 
M-HLuc-1N-CWRSB 

JAN I8'is4i 




1 -Oh N. , 

Construction battalion 

t-■ - ■ * --• - f J V. f -^ =f T; "" ; 


YOU ARE ALSO INVITED TO JOIN ASWLI 
GATHERING FOR COCKTAILS AT 17OO , 
FOLLOWED BY DINNER. 

0° 

V 
















EASY-TO-BUILD RAID ALARM 


An effective air raid alarm system, not dependent on the camp electrical sys¬ 
tem, serves the 135th Battalion at its Pacific base. 

The mechanism, built by Hubert M. Howard, EMlc, and John Alexander, EM2c, 
consists of a battery type #30 radio tube, an audio transformer, three condensers, and 
a radio potentiometer, operating from dry batteries. The resultant audio frequency 
oscillator, fed into a 35-watt P. A. system, can’t be missed by anyone anywhere near 
the camp. 

The same apparatus produces the “all clear”' signal, a steady clear tone being 
employed instead of one in which the pitch is varied. 


BARGAIN BILLS 


For the first time in over two years, the 18th Battalion is enjoying its own movies. 

The boys waited eleven months for projectors to arrive from the States and then, 
when they did come, parts were found to be broken and wires fused from the heat. 

m “During the first week of operation,” said Comdr. L. E. Tull, CEC, USNR, OinC, 
“sometimes you could even see and hear the picture at the.same time. Breakdowns 
averaged sixteen per showing.” 

Some of the repair jobs were of the ticklish variety. The first was one which 
required aluminum welding accurate to .002 of an inch. It was done by a welder working 
under a tent fly minus the proper tools. 

The lens was broken. It was replaced by the reflector of a sealed beam headlight. 

“Spare parts?” said Comdr. Tull, “There were none! The men made them as they 
needed them. They never gave up. 

Now the 18th has a show every night. Even double features sometimes. That’s 
when the plank^seats, sand bags, coral rocks, empty oil drums and ammunition boxes get 
a trifle hard. “ But, one 18 er remarked, “Double features! Golly, you can’t beat that in 
the States! 


THOSE THINGS GIVE ONLY WATER. MATES ? 

There was vater, water everywhere and very little to drink on a crowded trans¬ 
port, according to PFC Joseph M. Purcell, Marine Corps Combat correspondent, but Sea- 
bees aboard soon had the situation well in its cups. 

The Seabees, under charge of Lt. (jg) R. I.DeBell, dug Into the ship’s hold and pro¬ 
duced five of their portable salt water distillation units, set mem up on deck and produced 
more than 9,000 gallons of fresh water per day for the rest of the voyage. 
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1 35 .TH HIGHLY COMMENDED .—.i 

.....FOR SPLENDID WORK 

FOR SOME TIME A GROUP OF 13^TH 
MEN UNDER LT. O’BRIEN HAVE BEEN 
DOING SOME CONSTRUCTION WORK FOR 
ANOTHER ORGANIZATION. A LETTER 
FROM THE COMMANDING OFFICER OF 
THIS ORGANIZATION TO THE COMMAND¬ 
ING OFFICER OF THE 1 35 TH EXPRESS¬ 
ES HIS DEEP APPRECIATION AND AD¬ 
MIRATION OF THE WORK DONE. 

WE quote: 

17 IT IS THE DESIRE OF MYSELF AND 
MY COMMAND TO SHOW OUR APPRECIAT¬ 
ION FOR THE SERVICES OF THE CON¬ 
STRUCTION DETAIL FROM THE ONE HUN¬ 
DRED AND THIRTY FIFTH NAVAL CON¬ 
STRUCTION BATTALION IN THE CONSTR¬ 
UCTION OF OUR CAMP AND WORKING 
AREA . 

"THROUGH THE HELP AND SUPERVIS¬ 
ION OF THIS DETAIL BUILDINGS IN 


135TH NEWS ITEMS CRASH 
SEABEE NEWS SERVICE... 

SCUTTLEBUTT CURE.. ...... 

A SERIES OF "BRIEFINGS" TO TELL 
MEN OF THE 135TH BATTALION 
WHAT MAY BE AHEAD FOR THEM HAS 
KEPT SCUTTLEBUTT TO A MINIMUM. 
LT. COMDR. PAUL C. GILLETTE, CEC, 
USNR , 0 I NC, BEGAN THE "CONFIDENCE" 
SESSIONS EVEN BEFORE THE 1 °5TH 
LEFT THE STATES, TELLING THE MEN- 
ALL HE COULD WITHIN THE LIMITS OF 
SECURITY AS TO LIKELY GEOGRAPH¬ 
ICAL FACTORS, CONSTRUCTION PROB¬ 
LEMS AND THE TYPE OF WORK THEY 
WOULD BE CALLED UPON TO PERFORM. 

, "IT HAS PLAYED HAVOC WITH THE 
NAVY’S TRADITIONAL SCUTTLEBUTT—- 
THE MEN LIKE TO KNOW AS MUCH OF 
THE FACTS AS THEY CAN," BATTALION 
PERSONNEL SAY. 



THE CAMP AND LINE AREAS WERE ER¬ 
ECTED. A WATER TANK WAS INSTALL¬ 
ED AND PLUMBING LAID THROUGHOUT 
THF ENTIRE AREA. ELECTRIC LIGHTS 
WERE CONNECTED IN ALL BUILDINGS 
AND ELECTRIC POWER MADE ACCESS¬ 
IBLE IN THE WORKING AREA. ROADS 
WERE MADE THROUGHOUT THE AREA AND 
SHOWERS AND HEADS CONSTRUCTED. 
THE GALLEY, MESS HALL AND OFF 1C 
ER’S MESS ARE THE BEST LAID OUT 
AND CONSTRUCTED THAT WE HAVE SEEN 
TO DATE. 

"WITH THE LIMITED EXPERIENCE 
AND MATERIALS AT HAND THIS ORGAN¬ 
IZATION COULD NOT HAVE CONSTRUCT¬ 
ED SUCH AN AREA. THE OFFICERS 
AND MEN FROM THE ONE HUNDRED AND 
THIRTY FIFTH NAVAL CONSTRUCTION 
BATTALION MADE THE TYPE OF ORGAN¬ 
IZATION AREA, WE NOW HAVE, POSS¬ 
IBLE." 

NOTE: FOR SECURITY REASONS THE 
NAME OF THE ORGANIZATION CANNOT 
BE DISCLOSED AND SLIGHT CHANGES 
IN TERMINOLOGY WERE MADE. 


WON’T REST ON HIS LAURELS. 

THE 135TH BATTALION’S ADELARD 
BOUCHER, MOMM1C, WENT THROUGH 1? 
MONTHS OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR, 
GATHERED THE DSC, THE FRENCH CR¬ 
OIX DE GUERRE WITH SILVER STAR 
AND PERSONAL CITATIONS FROM THREE 

GENERALS-AND HE’S STILL GOING 

STRONG. IN ADDITION TO DOING H.I.S 
OWN PART IN THIS WAR, HE HAS A 23 
YEAR OLD SON WITH AMERICAN FORCES 
IN GERMANY. 


EASY-TO-BUILD RAID ALARM. 

AN EFFECTIVE AIR RAID ALARM 
SYSTEM, NOT DEPENDENT ON THE CAMP 
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM, SERVES THE 135 
TH BATTALION AT ITS PACIFIC BASE. 

THE MECHANISM, BUILT BY HUBERT 
M. HOWARD, EMIC, AND JOHN ALEX¬ 
ANDER, EM2C, CONSISTS OF A BAT¬ 
TERY TYPE #30 RADIO TUBE, AN 
AUDIO TRANSFORMER, THREE CONDENS¬ 
ERS, AND A RADIO POTENTIOMETER, 
OPERATING FROM DRY BATTERIES. 
THE RESULTANT AUDIO FREQUENCY 
OSCILLATOR, FED INTO A 35 -WATT 
P.A. SYSTEM, CAN’T BE MISSED BY 
ANYONE ANYWHERE NEAR THE CAMP. 

THE SAME APPARATUS PRODUCES 
THE "ALL CLEAR" SIGNAL, A STEADY 
CLEAR TONE BEING EMPLOYED INSTEAD 
OF ONE IN WHICH THE PITCH IS VAR¬ 
IED. 


S£A!>. t£s 


PUT IT BACK WHERE IT 
THEY JUST CHANGED THE 


PLANS AGAIN 


Ls-.toi 
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o NISH IMURA 


14TH AND 5TH 
MARINES LAND 
ED HERE) 


I WO JIMA —(MAP) — 
HAS TWO PECULIARITIES 


0 JIMA, JAP ISLAND IN THE VOLCANO GROUP 
IT IS SO SMALL(5 MILES LONG BY 2.6 AT 


ITS WIDEST) THAT MAPS AND PHOTOGRAPHS OF IT LOOK MUCH ALIKE. SECOND, 


IT IS ONE OF THE MOST BOMBED SPOTS IN THE PACIFIC. REASON FOR THE BOM*- 


BARDMENT IS THAT I WO LIES ATHWART THE B-29 ROUTE FROM SAIPAN AND TINIAN 
TO TOKYO, AND IT HAS TWO AIRFIELDS FROM WHICH TO LAUNCH INTERCEPTORS; 
THE ISLAND IS OF VOLCANIC ORIGIN, AND MUCH OF IT IS STEEP AND RUGGED. 

IT SOMETIMES HAS BEEN CALLED "SULPHUR ISLAND" BECAUSE ITS FORMATIONS 
CONTAIN CONSIDERABLE QUANTITIES OF SULPHUR. IMPORTANCE OF THE ISLAND 


IS CHIEFLY MILITARY, HOWEVER. IT IS HEAVILY FORTIFIED, AND ITS CIVIL¬ 
IAN POPULATION IS SMALL. IWO IS THE MOST IMPORTANT ISLAND IN THE VOL¬ 
CANO GROUP, (JAPANESE: KAZAN RETTO), WHICH LIE SOUTH OF THE BONINS. 

(ABOVE MAP COPIED FROM, AND CAPTIONS BELOW TAKEN FROM NEWSMAP 'RE¬ 
PRODUCED AND DISTRIBUTED BY INFORMATION BRANCH,t-E SECTION, CPBC) r 


NOTE: A NEWS COMMENTATOR TODAY DESCRIBED IWO JIMA AS THE MOST FORTI 


FI ED ISLAND IN THE WORLD. 
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ADMIRALS VISIT BATTALION, 

Car*— 


WINNING WITH SUPPLIES 

What It takes to win vie- the Battle of Leyte Gulf, 
torlea was Indicated In re- the CALIFORNIA alone fired 
cent talks recorded for del- 600 tons of projectiles, ex- 
lvery before American manu- pending more than 100 tons 
facturers by some of our of powder. Supporting the 
top-ranking Admirals. In a landings on the Phllllplnes 
report on supplies required and in subsequent engage- 
by the 7th Fleet during the ments, the 7th Fleet used 
first 30 days of the Phil- 74,000,000 gallons of fuel 
lppines operations, Admiral —the capacity load of. 17 
Kincaid revealed? "156,000 ocean going tankers." Ad- 
Navy men manned the ships miral Nlmitz stated that 
and planes of this force, "in ’44 we started to build 
For these men we needed 80,000 landing craft, today 
2,000 tons of food and 203 their tonnage equals i.'tbe 
tons of clothing. During pre-war Merchant Marine." 


» t 






























-w. •' • : 


COVERALL, Port Hueneme, California 


OIL FOR THE STOVES OF TINIAN 


Oil Burners For 
Tinian Civilians 


Navy Seabees helped American 
authorities on Tinian solve civi¬ 
lian food problems shortly after 
that island was occupied. 

Rice, main staple for Tinian’s 
11,000 Japanese and Korean civi¬ 
lians, was plentiful—but there was 
no way of cooking it. 

The islanders had been using 
wood-burning stoves, importing 
their wood from a nearby island, 
now cut off. Tinian itself lacked 
sufficient fuel for the needs of its 
inhabitants- 
MAKE STOVES 

A Seabee unit relieved the situ¬ 
ation by providing 40 home-made 
oil burning stoves, enough for the 
entire civilian population. Build¬ 
ing the units, the construction men 
followed a model designed by 
George N. Fairchild, CSF, Green- 
well Springs, Louisiana, who had 
first pressed a home-made diesel 
stove into service in New Zealand, 
and later on Tarawa. 

USE CONCRETE 

Fireboxes for the Tinian stoves 
were made of brick and concrete, 
the brick salvaged from the ruins 
of Tinian Town and reinforced by 
salvaged angle irons, welded into 
place- Improvised pots, formerly 
the end sections of oil drums, also 
were provided. Work was under 
the direction of Russell Madigan, 
CSF T\.Tir>»An^nlis. Minnesota. 




Corn on the Cob 


Sweet Pickles 


Cherry Pie 


Jam - Coffee 


24 March 1945 
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THE EVENING STAR, Was 

.TUESDAY, APRIL 3, 1945. 
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IQth ARMY 
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CAPE CHAMU 


OKINAWA 


TANK HOLDINGS IN OKINAWA—Black area indicates Amer¬ 
ican holdings on Okinawa, which have been extended to the 
east coast, cutting the island in two. —AP Wirephoto. 
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mzr.m m nm xssth u. a. MtBM&n 

rtw off Use oeapU&a&t of the 136th \hn. Neva! Construction Jtatt&Uon reported 
® bmp ® «* N**r, »iUla£Urtfevg, ^tlgtidi en 1 ©etabar, 1M3. Jdmtmmt Q&ssm A«r 

^aui a, auiette, Cic ream, ©jp sios north sshb siNat, mingtaa, vtxgtaia, zm-rn hie 
thstlas- *a offioar in Charge ixnd Lieutenant Urban r. KaaM/, Cjse U;,.;?. beossss th# 
Battalion* e original Bwwmftive ffleer. temsHtm of the Battalion **s initiated 
Ife ©atuber} on ®5 • otobor 1343 it me officially formed and «mtrained for Cam? FMieott 
Ihsviavllla, £&eds Island, tha apse day. 

, JJ SWUf®Jt, the » vent t rougfr the prescribed iaao@trifas.tlon a «d «;hmnoad 
wwaii ™ 1A j&iiilttHpj? &&<£ &&XX &$ 9p90t&& in 

constructlea technique. The Battalion mo fa easily oo^-^aiasiif>n#a, esters received, gad 
reviewed by Oapteia ^rcd F* «^w, t? : t; {rat.}, otfieer in <^arg© of jsote mi 
4 December 1943. 

Ifeo mi% left ftavlsvllle <>» 18 beeaabar, arriving for further advanced training at 
m> Sulfpeyt, Mississippi <m si >MomiHsr» 1943. tha tempo of training ms brought to « 

. oilman with Simulatoa amphibians oporatioaa «t <S*t Island la the <S^dLT of Mexico. the 
13§18i ms selected for e<ms martian essigotexita r: lie stationed at this btso« and dis¬ 
tinguished itself on « »e»r®t ^reject oogineered for the ©famicel .varfhrs Branch or the 
V*' * f**V ”^ Island which laeluded the building of a railroad and decking facilities, 

.i^bis ms aae of the largest >«abee eons trust ion jobs within the continental limits of the 
United .’tatae. Letters of commendation fnai Major frank arunbaugh, uaama&iag officer of 
the H4 ©helical -mrfarc senrles, and ». ?. t% risen, <3epteie (sio) tjsai, ameer in Oharas 
Advene# ffese -*»i»t iieeemag ifermeke, Qalfpert, severing the mleadid mrk on the 
projest are attached. 

On April 18, 1344, the dattaliett loft for mrnsseau, Port Buttheae, ttalifbynie, 
the pert of esbarStation. Arriving on S3 ipyil the following three aeoks «aro devoted to 
staging aial outfitting and Intuasiva military training in pre^sration for poaeiblo 

mill tar/ notion at the next overseas nesigamefit. oa 1'/ May, 1944, the li>©th 
bearded ship, bound for the Islands rather than tha nntieipntsd &a9itgmmt* 

uisutenahw Ocnctnnder .?ialette and bis saws B&Ucod down the ^sajsc^pXanis at Pearl Harbor 
on a - Fay 1944 end established their first- overseas e«s$ at Sfoamlaa ; i|dgo. s.» ft unit of 
the Sad haval ^enstruetien ^rlgeds under '^emnsdors John H, parry* ^EG Wm t the l--bth 
»»• assiptsd construction jnmlests of all types la tha vioteity of rmrl ??arh«j*. Sn 
addition ta the larger ^b® of allitary housing, supply depot wm*tmw%Um and pipe Hn» 
prejeets. Battalion divara worked on Marika salvage# hurtag tbs tour of duty at pearl, 
a rsgular pv*gem »f military tfaiaing and eendltioning a^plimantsd the eonaferuetiaa 
aotlvitlas. 

4 detashmtmt of eijghtesn 1’Mith %%talien voluntsera left »oarl SSeepter la July 
t$ participate in the invasion of ;\ngaur la the distil Xdbtads. fbes# -nsn ejismted 
pmtsen hasgae during ths as ties and received eenmndations t&m. the aeonsadftref a 
transport unit of the . ifth « ! ^iibiotta r'oraa* aha dstasfamant later joined the battalion 
in tha ilarincias. 

On 9 July, 1944, the Knatative fficar, Ueutenant Orbaa JP* K«ansdy, ms detached 
and returned W the U* •;# for nsdlml txmtauat# Dtsutenmt Gary a# htiaka* *»J8C U:®, of 
£t Jhadriah i^ead, «ind»are, charleston, <fttuth Carolina eesused the -iuties of the iD&th 
battalion ixesutive r ffieer. 





¥hs Battalion wwt alartod aarijr is ■ ojptSBUwr 1944 and «a Uta 89th fch© first 
»3halos ua4*r Ui» coarmafl of tha officer in bfeaa**# soasiatiag of 0.10 half *&« BattikUs*i 
©sharked tat duty in tko tlnriaiuks m a ftevy attack transport» f J3n* j?»er eshaloa* is 
efcH?£* of the sixeswtiva fficer, follosed la one weak* After 88 days at $«&, iariikg 
t-fisisf; time stop# »*ra mde «t sasi*etok sad alp**, tins first aeholon lands* sit XInim 
Island m oetabsr @4, 1$44» ths second echelon arriving seven ia/s k(«p. nut ikiLimXlm 
a wai t of tfi«& 20th i4 ®siiseat, dth SUVii danaSrustian %fi®fcflrs t already ©shafeXighafl 
on Eh® I» 1 and. 

A t*Ji»sw M toons ms oot up in a cans ft aid a M by the %im ths rear a^hoXott 
******** «»* »«•* & pyramidal tant csss.? had boos established* ana to# bmlk of avail- 

®hi® man Aisjr-a aXrwtfly corking an tfeo construction of the i iaian fteval Mr %*« auiefe. «&» 
depleted in 45 days by eecblasd salts of the tttlt ^igftde despite oovoraX bombing y M 

•**»**•« am«*»# 13&tfe ms eotssa&dsd for l to contribution by to« Brldnfts Gtttftandsr 
0osw»4oro itm! »r* jjsUornn, Sa® HS». 

Ob U ??orcefl>sr* X« J 44» asn of tfes X^Stfc hsggst scrk u» too constructIon of the first 
ef i'*lot« f a gf«at 9*W airstrip# for the -Nasy. •■ asking with mt«mX other '-sabeo 
.-at ia Hone, oil unite of the 6tb. Brigade, It plays* on Important rols ia the development. 
at ovary pbfttw of the foot maim ys* taxi««iys is fid hsrdstsn&s. ’fho first xwmy me 

e®ft$l*tsi and a Darfur tress landed thereon on 81 «o&.'.ibor. '2fce fcMHfe continue* to pu% 
its as joy offcrto i»t<. tu® doviv.M.;5r««ftt af fi?» b~£9 mw» oa the island iaeluding 
e#fTicing ffttilitii# for tivo planes and iiouala^ for the- oroo*, 

'ilio Battalion*# outotiwUliag seea^pliataoat; ms its part o» lead %tto.Uoa ia th® 
softs trust iSR of tii« Smbar Fow 8 «® strip oa iiaiaa»s north airfield* Booauaa of t&o 
limitsd £is*« avoiloblo for 00 .plotioa of U&o rua-my before soouring: of tho battolloa* 
it tot n&tiwsmxy t*> oaurt yg auaw i t^nd m® askal^nmit, boyoad noasaol #spa.eit|$s* a# a 
result of wtth efforts oristiag ccawtrwstion rosords for ^n^ht sap and saoshiacHttbur osooai* 
plisbfA-at mrts brokon. 

2 a addition to airfield »b t, the l 5 &th «ei« ossi^osA to th# «s?a 8 truoti«a of a 

«lae nsasofoly flopst» aoverai ivuay oastn eroos, boate depot facilities, and did it* *>&*** 
of etoredoring* In the Bottniion ind . atrial aroa, t^tb omnuaoa t^sre roapeatibla 
for tho deroiopsaant of sueh ing«ilotas device© as a heavy duty tire && tube vulooaiaor, 

«. ^rosasot to rsfluos dnaags to tiros by soral* oafl an autosseuie orankshaft grinder. 

la H*Tmbisr t XHA, perimeter guards killed two J«ps sho attemptsfl to m%&r %M 
area in the Jortoss®, «»a tb.« foXX&wlag 'oroh, aft®’ two «n 0 .istsfl son killed by 
J«ps b@««f tbs satruass ©f s cats oa fiaisn* l^tb guards and dynsait# on figured la th* 
killing of Mad the ©nptariag of 10 of the mmy* 

Ourlng the scvwi tsontlis of duty on ‘I'inl&a the Battalion oi^p bssssas one of tho 
shoftplMMfl of the Xslns^ sad that without the ssjjjloyaeat of native labor, a swflsl 
%hm*:*r am rear^ibloa baXL m»o but tm at the fsniUUss which attracted visitors 
from ftU other Military organisations ^ rtaina. 

with th« to^plotion of its ptesa off finish's alxtiaM eosstrueUea in sight, s 

»s is illl w alerted in .nld^Aprll to proparo fur its hftxt assigussnt ®t -■ kinsm. 







COPY OF A FINE LITTER FROM PAUL 
Tinien, 0940 15 April, 1945 


*** I wish, so very much you could be here with me to enjoy this 
marvelous experience of being in the bombediar seat of a B-29 on 
a gorgeous sunny day with beautiful banks of clouds up here at 
8100 altitude. We left at 0900 instead of 0700 as the plane wasn t 
ready for test... Now we are thru the clouds with other banks far 
ahead (8500 now) Passed over Tinien in a swing over North Field 
after take off which was smooth as silk. Then heading north east 
before swing and I thought of how these boys, mere kids of 20 to 
24, feel when headed on a real mission to the Empire from which 
they might never get back.... Have a fine radio concert on ear 
phone... Now at 10000 feet with no land in sight and nearly above 
the top clouds. Have swung now so that Tinien is again in the 
distance and fast being approached... 


"Always” is just being rendered on the radio... "Ready to turn" is 
what the compass operator just said, so east we go with Roto away 
in the distance to the south.• 

You see, we are testing the compass and the new engine has to be 
run at not over 10,000 feet elevation for five hours (I believe) 
These B-29s can operate on two engines even when both are on one 
side. Marvelous what man has produced and then to use it so 
damnably to kill off our youth! 

We reached the plane at 0700 so while waiting I drove Fred 
Thomson (visiting me from Saipan) to south end of Tinian where 
I had not even been . Just thought I was too busy. There is a 
high plateau on the southern end. 

Again we have lost sight of any land, but still the beautiful, 
tho more scattered clouds are ahead with the always beautiful, 
very deep blue water 10,100 feet below.. Seems as if we are 
having a hard time catching up with those clouds far ahead, but 
will soon - true— now find the clouds far below us.. "OK to 
turn to north" comes again from operator... 


The bomb sight is right In front of me. I saw a picture last 
night - an aerial photo of Iwo Jima that was proof of the 
remarkable precisslon In bombing that has been attained by our 
B-29 crews... Wish we could go to Iwo Jima now, but havent time. 
(X L Y Voice of America, 1030. Intermetzo now being played). 


For once not being tall has advantages as I can stand up as 
straight as I please. (The music is grand, just as plain and 
clear as in our home) 

Fred is getting educated by the pilot (copilot to some) but I 
have the advantage of being up front. Will get educated on my 
next trip. 

1040 - Now back to north of Saipan with very beautiful, heavy 
cloud bank below partially blocking view of Saipan and Tinian. 
Ships are scattered here and there with their long wakes trail¬ 
ing" behind. . . It is tough on you all back home, at least for. 
those who would prefer the sights and experiences here in spite 
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of tlie hardships and loneliness. 

We have such a fine crew. Lt. Farrell is commander of the ship 
(pilot to some)... Just over a "big convoy of ships that look 
like toy boats too close together. Now over beautiful clouds 
with clear blue just beyond... We can talk in just an ordinary 
tone of voice to each other... Engineer is in room just to rear 
with arch between, Lt. Richards is copilot, Lt. Daily is navigator, 
Lt. Petersen is engineer. Don’t know the Lt’s name who is radio¬ 
man and compass operator... (Still beautiful music on XLD, Voice 
of America Saipan] Almost no clouds except in far distance... Now 
getting news at 1100 of Roosevelt funeral services. We have lost 
a great man... Now on Robart control of plane. 

Lt. Farrell said last night to just imagine yourself in a house 
flying thru the air if you want to know how it feels to be in a 
B-29. I think he is about right. 

Now on way back with convoy plus two submarines again in sight 
and Saipan and Tinian away off to starboard.. Now going about 
225 miles per hour at 10,100 feet. Saipan ahead now.. (Maybe 
Arnett is down there in one of the submarines) 

I am mad! The 35 mm camera of the Battalion which I brought with 
me just broke. I had color film to put in so tried to wind up and 
by wasting a few black and white shots thot I could get some color 
ones. Instead I have wasted and ruined the film in the camera and 
as it is stuck I cant even get it out! I wanted you to have some 
shots. Will try next time and will get a new camera at Guam. 

Now over Saipan again, a gorgeous camera shot which I couldn’t 
send to you anyway.. How I wish you could see it all! 

1200 - Church music now with five minutes of silent prayer. 

1210 - We are going down, but it feels like we are going up as we 
spiral down.. Now 5500 feet in less than one minute... Now 4500. 
Tinian is left of us, we are headed to go along coast of Saipan. 
Now 2500 feet. When we go thru the clouds the ship bounces around. 
Rounding north end of Saipan with Fred’s camp on north east corner. 
Airfields and bomb dumps over Island... Now 1220 and we are south 
of Saipan and headed for first run over Tinian and North Field and 
back, then in... A great experience!! 
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SCUTTLE BUZZ 1 ? 

19 TH a . 1945. 


C: 


TIME IN A WEEK THE UNITED STATES WAS PLUNGED INTO 
S TIME OVER THE DEATH OF ITS FAVORITE WAR CORRESPOND- 
THE COLUMN INST WAS KILLED INSTANTLY ON TUESDAY BY A 
FIRE ON IE JIMA, A LITTLE ISLAND NEAR OKINAWA IN 


GUN 




FOR THE SECOND 
_ ROW TODAY * TH 
ENT, ERNIE PYLE. 

BU§|ST OF MACHINE 
HE RYUKYUS. 

A BLUE *NETWORK BROADCAST FROM GUAM TOLD HOW ERNIE PYLE MET HIS 
DEATH. WAR CORRESPONDENT JACK HOOLEY SAYS PYLE WAS EN ROUTE TO A SEC¬ 
TOR OF IE JIMA WHERE THERE WAS HEAVY FIGHTING. MR. PYLE AND LT. COL. 

JOSEPH COOL 1DGE OF ARKANSAS WERE BUMPING ALONG A NARROW CORAL ROAD'IN 
A JEEP WHEN AN ENEMY MACHINE GUN OPENED UP AS THEY ROUNDED A CORNER. 

THE TWO MEN SCRAMBLED INTO A DITCH AND THE GUNFIRE CEASED. A FEW MOM¬ 
ENTS LATER, THE WAR CORRESPONDENT AND THE LT. COL. PEERED CAUTIOUSLY 
OVER THE EDGE. THERE WAS ANOTHER BURST OF GUNFIRE. COL. COOL IDGE 
DUCKED BACK INTO THE DITCH. AS HE TURNED TO SPEAK TO PYLE, THE COLONEL 
SAW THAT PYLE ’S LUCK HAD FINALLY RUN OUT. DEATH CAME INSTANTLY FROM 
3 BULLET HOLES IN THE TEMPLE. COL. COOL IDGE CRAWLED BACK TO HIS LINES 
AND REPORTED THE WAR CORRESPONDENT'S DEATH. W CHAPLAIN.-ASKED FOR VOL¬ 
UNTEERS TO BRING BACK THE BODY. THREE TANKS MOVED UP THE NARROW ROAD 
'BUT WERE MET WITH SUCH STEADY FIRE THAT THE MEN INSIDE WERE HELPLESS. 
CORPORAL ALEXANDER ROBERTS OF NEW YORK CITY VOLUNTEERED TO GO AHEAD 
ALONE. HE CRAWLED TO THE JEEP AND FOUND PYLE PEACEFUL IN DEATH, HIS 
FACE COVERED WITH HIS HELMET. SOME 1+ HOURS LA IER CPL. ROBERTS, THE 
CHAPLAIN AND A LITTER BEARER BROUGHT THE BODY BACK TO THE AMERICAN _ 
LINES. ERNIE PYLE HAD COVERED THE DOUGHBOYS ! WAR FROM AFRICA, TO SIC¬ 
ILY TO ITALY, THROUGH FRANCE, AND FINALLY TO HIS DEATH IN THE PACIFIC. 
'HE RETURNED TO THE U.S. FROM EUROPE COMPLETELY EXHAUSTED BY 2 YE/.nS OF 
COMBAT. HE DID NOT WANT TO SEE ANY MORE. HE WROTE IN ONE COLUMN, 
"THERE’S NOTHING NICE ABOUT THE PROSPECT OF GOING BACK TO WAR AGAIN. 
ANYBODY WHO HAS BEEN IN WAR AND WANTS TO GO BACK IS A PLAIN DAMNED 
FOOL IN-MY BOOK. I’M GOING SIMPLY BECAUSE I’VE GOT TO AND I HATE IT. 

IN HIS COLUMN APPEARING TODAY, PYLE TOLD OF BE1 NG °|; [jf n? F 

SLEEPING AT A COMMAND POST WITH THE OFFICERS OR IN WHAT.HE CALLED m 


/ 


LITTLE GYPSY-L 
TO BE WITH THE 
WAR REPORTING. 


IKE HIDEOUT" Wi 


TH TWO ENLISTED MEN. HE TOOK THE 


ENLISTED MEN, HIS CONSTANT COMPANIONS THROUGH 3 


2ND SPOT/ 
YEARS Of 




Insigne of the 6th Naval Construction Brigade, which is 
sponsoring a group of Super Fortresses known as the "Seabee- 
29s." The brigade built the immense airfield for “the giant 
bombers on Tinian in the Marianas. 
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The Sunday Star Gravure Section for April 29, 1945. 
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5 MAY 1945 




Facilities for 800 B-29s j 
Complete on Pacific Island 

The Army Air Forces now have 


the field facilities to mount 800- 
plane Super Fortress raids against 
Japan from a single island in the 
Marianas. 

This was disclosed yesterday in a 
delayed Navy dispatch from “Some¬ 
where in the Marianas,” reporting 
that Seabees on one unidentified 
island have turned over to the Army 
the last of four big bomber strips, 
each 8,500 feet long and capable' 
of accommodating 200 B-29s. The 
fourth field was in use by March 20. 







































' ' NEWS 

135TH-N. C. B. SCUTTLE 
SATURDAY MAY BTH, 


3J P READY - - 
TODAY-135- 

THE NUMBER 1*. B-2? AIRSTRIP WHICH WAS TO BE READY FOR USE TODAY, 

WAS ALL SET TO RECEIVE PLANES YESTERDAY. WITH COLORFUL CEREMONIES, 

THE FIRST B-29 LANDED THIS MORNING AND THE NOOSE AROUND THE NECK OF 
JAPAN WAS PULLED A NOTCH TIGHTER. 

THE- 135TH ACTED AS "LEAD" BATTALION ON THIS STRIP. IT TAKES PRIDE 
'IN FULFILLING ITS ASSIGNMENT AHEAD OF SCHEDULE. COMMENTS UPON THE 
STRIP ARE'TO THE EFFECT THAT IT JS AN EXAMPLE OF SUPERB AIRSTRIP CON¬ 
STRUCTION. THE 135TH |S FULLY AWARE THAT THIS NOTABLE CONSTRUCTION 
PROJECT COULD NOT HAVE BEEN ACCOMPLISHED WITHOUT THE WHOLEHEARTED CO¬ 
OPERATION AND FINE WORK OF THE OTHER SEABEE UNITS WHICH WORKED ON THE 
JOB, AND IT EXPRESSES ITS APPRECIATION TO THESE UNITS. 

TODAY, THE 135TH IS CELEBRATING WITH FREE BEER AND COKES AT THE 
BEER GARDEN WHICH WILL BE OPEN FROM I^OQ TO I^OO. TONIGHT, THERE WILL 
BE A SPECIAL PROGRAM AT THE 135TH RAINBOW AMPHITHEATER. 

THE OFFICERS AND MEN OF 1 HE BATTALION EXTEND A WARM WELCOME TO THE 
DJSTINGUISDED AND SPECIAL GUESTS WHO ARE JOINING US JN THF DAYJS FEST- 
IT|ES * _ 

OTHER WORLD NEWS 

GERMAN FORCES IN HOLLAND. NORTHERN GERMANY, DENMARK.SURRENDER: 

ALL GERMAN FORCES IN HOLLAND, NORTHERN,GERMANY AND'DENMARK HAVE 
SURRENDERED UNCONDITIONALLY TO FIELD MARSHAL MONTGOMERY. IT WAS A BAT¬ 
TLEFIELD 'SURRENDER AND HOSTILITIES WERE ORDERED TO CEASE- AT 2 A.M. ‘ 
SATURDAY. THIS DEVELOPMENT FOLLOWED BY TWO'DAYS THE SURRENDER OF ALL 
GERMAN FORCES IN ITALY AND PARTS OF AUSTRIA. ■ THE SURRENDER LEAVES ONLY 
NORWAY AND MINOR POCKETS IN GERMANY, FRANCE, AND C2ECHSL0VAKIA TO BE 
SWEPT UP. GENERAL E ISENHOVVER * S ANNOUNCEMENT ENDED AN UNCERTAINTY OF 
SEVERAL HOURS. THE ANNOUNCEMENT SAID NOTHING ABOUT NORWAY. QUEEN WIL¬ 
HELM 1NA'ALREADY HAS RETURNED TO THE PREVIOUSLY LIBERATED PORTION OF 
HOLLAND. IN DENMARK, KING CHRISTIAN X IS REPORTED READY TO TAKE OVER 
THE GOVERNMENT. DENMARK HAS BEEN UNDER THE GERMAN HEEL SINCE APRIL ' 
15^1-0 WHEN GERMAN TROOPS ARRIVED IN COPENHAGEN. FAR TC THE SOUTH U.S. 
7TH AND 5TH ARMIES JOINED UP IN. THE BRENNER PASS 20 MILES SOUTH OF CAP¬ 
TURED INNSBRUCK. THE' 7TH ARMY ENTERED THE PASS FROM THE NORTH AND THE 
5TH CAME UP OUT OF ITALY FROM THE SOUTH• FOR VETERAN TROOPS OF THE 7TH 
THE MEETING IN THE PASS COMPLETED A 700 MILE CIRCUIT. THE 7TH STARTED 
THE CIRCUIT FROM ITALY, COMING THROUGH FRANCE, GERMANY AND AUSTRIA AND 
ARE NOW BACK AGAIN IN ITALY. MEANWHILE, THE U.S. 3RD ARMY IS NEARING 
A JUNCTION WITH THE RUSSIANS AT LINZ IN AUSTRIA. GERMAN RESISTANCE IS 
SPORADIC IN AUSTRIA AND CZECHSLOVAKIA. ALL OF THE ONCE BIG NAZI FOR¬ 
TRESS AREA IN THE SOUTH IS BEING TORN TO SHREDS. 

THERE IS NO FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT HITLER AND OTHER HIGH RANK¬ 
ING NAZIZ. IN BERLIN, RUSSIAN TROOPS ARE DIGGING THROUGH THE RUINS TO 
FIND TRACES OF DEAD OR HIDDEN BODIES. 

WHEN TOLD OF THE FALL OF ALL NORTHERN'GERMANY f SECRETARY OF WAR 
STIMSON MADE A BRIEF COMMENT IN WASHINGTON. HE SAID, !? AS FAR AS IT 
GOES, 1T 1 S FINE." SECRETARY STIMSON WOULD. NOT COMMENT FURTHER WHEN 
QUESTIONED AT THE WHITE HOUSE AFTER LEAVING A CABINET MEETING. OTHER 
MEMBERS OF THE CABINET LIKEWISE REFRAINED FROM DISCUSSION. 

IN ITALY, A GERMAN MILITARY DELEGATION APPEARED BEFORE GENERAL 
MARC CLARK. THE DELEGATION VMS TO RECEIVE ORDERS REGARDING THE IMMEDI¬ 
ATE DISPOSITION OF HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF UNCONDITIONALLY SURRENDERED 
NAZI TROOPS IN ITALY. 

PA c 1 F 1C: 

ITT THE IR LATEST EFFORT TO AID THE ISLAND.DEFENDERS, THE JAPS HAVE 
COMBINED SUICIDE BOAT AND PLANE ATTACKS ON AMERICAN INVASION FORCES ON 
OKINAWA. AT LEAST A DOZEN OF THE SUICIDE TORPEDO BOATS WERE DESTROYED 
DURING A WILD SEA AND AIR RAID THURSDAY EVENING. SEVENTEEN OF THE AT¬ 
TACKING PLANES WERE DESTROYED. TWO LIGHT UNITS OF OUR PACIFIC FLEET 
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HEADQ,UiiRTERS 
SIXTH BOMBARDMENT CROUP 
APO 247, c/o Postmaster 
San Francisco, California 

5 May 1945. 

SUBJECT: Sixth Bombardment Group Operation for 5-6 May 1945. 

TO : Lieutenant Commander Paul C. Gillette, Commanding Officer, 

135th Construction Battalion, APO 247, c/o Postmaster, 

San Francisco, California, THRU: Commanding General, 

313th Bombardment Wing and Commanding Officer, 6th Naval 
Construction Brigade, APO 247. 

1. The Sixth Bombardment Group operation for 5-6 May 1945 against 
the Japanese Empire is hereby dedicated to the 135th Construction Bat¬ 
talion, and will be known as the 135th Seabee Mission, in appreciation 
for the efforts of the Officers and men under your command, for the 
early completion of runway "D" on North *'ield. 

2. Your unit, through their untiring efforts, high professional 
skill and the ability to obtain results, is worthy of the highest emu¬ 
lation and constitutes a fine example of devotion to duty. 

3. We of the Sixth are pleased to have working with us an organ¬ 
ization such as this and you can be assured the 135th Seabee Mission of 
5-6 will be well executed and will have its effeet on the course of the 
war. 

/s/ Kenneth H. Gibson 
KENNETH H. GIBSON, 
Colonel, Air Corps, 
Commanding. 


1 Incl; 

Copy Memo to CO’s, 24th, 

39th & 40th Bomb Squadrons, 
subj: Sth Bomb Gp Operation 

for 5-6 May, dd 5 May 1945. 
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V-E DAY'OFFICIALLY 


THE ASSOCIATED PRESS ANNOUNCED TODAY THAT GERMANY HAD SURRENDERED 
UNCONDITIONALLY TO THE WESTERN ALLIES AND SOVIET RUSSIA. THE ASSOC¬ 
IATED PRESS REPORT WAS NOT CONFIRMED BY AN OFFICIAL SOURCE IN EUROPE 
OR THE UNITED STATES. FOUR HOURS AFTER THE A.P. STORY WAS RELEASED 
THE BRITISH MINISTRY OF INFORMATION ANNOUNCED IN LONDON THAT TOMORROW 
TUESDAY, MAY 8 , WILL BE TREATED AS V-E DAY. THE • INFORMATI ON MINISTRY’S 
ANNOUNCEMENT SAID, "IT IS UNDERSTOOD THAT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE ARRANC 
MENTS BETWEEN THE THREE GREAT POWERS, AN OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT WILL 3E 
BROADCAST BY THE PRIME MINISTER AT 3 O’CLOCK TOMORROW AFTERNOON, THE 
8 TH OF MAY. IN VIEW OF THIS FACT, TOMORROW, TUESDAY, WILL BE TREATED 
AS V-E DAY AND WILL BE REGARDED AS A PUBLIC HOLIDAY. THE DAY FOLLOWING 
WEDNESDAY, THE ?TH OF MAY, WILL ALSO BE A HOLIDAY.” THE BRITISH AN¬ 
NOUNCEMENT SAID THAT KING GEORGE VI WILL BROADCAST TO THE PEOPLES OF 
THE EMPIRE AND COMMONWEALTH TUESDAY NIGHT. IN WASHINGTON, PRESIDENT 
TRUMAN SAID TODAY THAT HE HAD AGREED WITH THE.LONDON AND MOSCOW GOVERN¬ 
MENTS THAT HE WOULD MAKE NO ANNOUNCEMENT WITH REFERENCE TO THE SURREND¬ 
ER OF ENEMY FORCES "UNTIL A SIMULTANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENT CAN BE MADE BY 
THE 3 GOVERNMENTS.” THE A.P. DISPATCH REPORTING THE UNCONDITIONAL. 
SURRENDER OF THE GERMAN ARMED FORCES CAME FROM CORRESPONDENT EDWARD 
KENNEDY. SUPREME HEADQUARTERS DID NOT DENY THE REPORT BUT ISSUED A 
S 1 ATEMENT SAYING THAT SUPREME HEADQUARTERS HAD MADE NO OFFICIAL STATE¬ 
MENT FOR PUBLICATION CONCERNING THE COMPLETE SURRENDER OF ALL GERMAN 
ARMED FORCES AND THAT NO STORY TO THAT EFFECT HAD BEEN AUTHORIZED. 
LATER, ACCORDING TO INTERNATIONAL NEWS SERVICE AND THE UNITED PRESS, 
SUPREfME HEADQUARTERS ANNOUNCED THE SUSPENSION OF ALL A.P. FILING PRIV¬ 
ILEGES IN THE EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATION. KENNEDY’S STORY SAID THAT 
THE SURRENDER WAS SIGNED IN GENERAL EISENHOWER'S HEADQUARTERS, A 
LITTLE RED SCHOOLHOUSE NEAR REIMS, FRANCE. LT, GENERAL DEDAL SMITH, 
GENERAL EISENHOWER’S CHIEF OF STAFF SIGNED FOR THE SUPREME ALLIED COM¬ 
MANDER . GENERAL SUSLOCAROFF "SIGNED FOR THE RUSSIANS AND GENERAL SEVEZ 
SIGNED FOR FRANCE. GENERAL GUSTAV JODL, NEW GERMAN ARMY CHIEF OF STAFF 
SIGNED THE SURRENDER ON BEHALF OF GERMANY. THE KENNEDY STORY SAID THAT 
GENERAL EISENHOWER WAS NOT PRESENT AT THE SIGNfNG, BUT IMMEDIATELY 
AFTERWARD, JODL AND HIS FELLOW DELEGATE HANZ FRIEDBURG, WERE RECEIVED 
BY THE SUPREME COMMANDER. GENERAL EISENHOWER ASKED THEM STERNLY IF THEY 
UNDERSTOOD THE SURRENDER TERMS IMPOSED UPON GERMANY AND IF THEY WOULD 
BE CARRIED OUT. THE 2 GERMANS ANSWERED, "YES.” JODL SAID THAT WITH TH 
SIGNING OF THE SURRENDER "THE GERMAN PEOPLE AND ARMED FORCES ARE, FOR 
BETTER OR WORSE, DELIVERED INTO THE HANDS OF THE VICTORS." GENERAL 
JODL APPARENTLY IS THE SAME GENERAL ALFRED JODL WHO WAS WOUNDED LA ST 
JULY IN THE ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATION OF HITLER. A GERMAN BROADCAST THIS 
MORNING TOLD THE BEATEN GERMANS THAT THEIR ARMIES HAD SURRENDERED. 

THIS BROADCAST CAME SEVERAL HOURS BEFORE THE A.P. .DISPATCH WAS RELEASED 
THE ANNOUNCEMENT WAS MADE BY THE GERMAN FOREIGN MINISTER COUNT LUDWIG 
SCHWERIN VON KROSICK. HE SAID, "GERMAN MEN AND WOMEN, THE HIGH COMMAND 
OF THE ARMED FORCES HAS TODAY AT THE ORDER OF GRAND ADMIRAL DOENITZ 
DECLARED THE UNCONDITIONAL SURRENDER OF ALL FIGHTING TROOPS.” THE 
GERMAN FOREIGN MINISTER SAID, "THUS WE END THIS GREATEST HOUR OF THE 
GERMAN NATION AND ITS REICH." HE URGED THE GERMANS•TO STAND LOYALY 
"BY THE OBLIGATIONS WE HAVE UNDERTAKEN." HE DECLARED, "JUSTICE SHALL 
BE THE SUPREME LAW AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES IN GERMANY AND WE MUST RE¬ 
COGNIZE LAW AS THE BASIS OF ALL RELATIONS BETWEEN THE NATIONS. WE MUST 
RECOGNIZE IT, RESPECT IT, FROM INNER CONVICTION." 
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StJPERFORTS READIED FOR ACTION Long lines of B-29s are serviced at a base in the Marianas to prepare them for a strike against Japan 


-AP Wirephoto, 






















c/o Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, California 


■ 


Officer in Charge, 135th Naval Construction Battalion 
Officer in Charge, 67th Naval Construction Battalion. 

Sixth Bombardment Group Operation for 5-6 May 1945, 
dedication thereof. 


From 

To: 


Enel: (A) Ltr. of commendation from Commanding Officer, 

Sixth Bombardment Group and Endorsements, dated 
5 May 1945. 

1. Enclosure (A) is a welcome indication of the 
appreciation given by the Air Force for the contribution 
that the 30th U. S. Naval Construction Regiment battalions 
made in completing Strip #4 ahead of schedule and in time 
for the CB mission to Tokyo. 

2. We of the 135th recognize that without the help 
of each of the battalions included in the Regiment such 

an accomplishment would not have been possible. The loyal 
support, help and cooperation of all members of the associ¬ 
ated battalions was evidenced throughout our service as 
lead battalion on the construction of Strip #4, 


PAUL 0, GILLETTE 
Lt. Coradr. CEC USNR 


cc 2 30th Regiment 






















From: 

To: 


Survey Of f ic er 

Officer in Charge, 135th Nav. Const* Bat. 


2 .Tune 1945 


Subj: conditions encountered 

is satlsfIear°Mlot l OT 3 fif W ®S t rf!; eath8r 1 pe ™ lt3 and every one 
of a preltaliary 08 ^ 3 ^. Th S work ls a °" 

proposed constructions. ForSiLtelv none ef ° f J 9ry 1,31:183 
on contested territory but annSSSntL of J our assignments are 
away is a long distance tn ™ ly 0ne °ne-half miles 

if the computations for ran -e ar P work is comparatively safe 
interesting sights with the lenses‘at%ime^ afc9ly * Can 3BQ some 

coaeiypo o? r hook V on f ‘t^ jee«™r°5£‘ 1 il 1 f ° r al \ vehl ° l88 . and put 
condition in anticipated to improve raSny priori yo^armal. 

weather olofhfn^il^essential “ ut li8ht ‘ 1el S tlt foul 

fry and secure short length G.’l. Lathc? G hnntf y fco J sear leggings, 
excepting the battalions issue them? * Svery one 

will^now^^ellgible 1 ^? 0 ?^^ 1 *^^^! 00 ^ 9 ^ fc ° the 21st and we 

short lived, the sticky ; sJil ? u lf g G th^hf?? r * , Shoes are very 
from repaired shoes. ^ pulls the half soles and heels 

5. brigade headquarters are at least’ » <, a 

drive away but aS establishing a one-half hours 

will materially aid the procSfement^o^n^?? 1011 f? r ifc now * £his 

transactions. Procurement of a^thinl^* ? ary items mA 

organizations were all^hort IhloSed^n t? °?°??< b ®cause the 

hot a stranger any more for it hS* tne initial landing, I am 

material of some type It liast feo elicit 

!;n S ?^t^ 1 B S| a fil “g g£ 8th Naval 

S'rjf^sirr Tlrtualiy 311 

^h r I^ve°^eot^L? r ^;™ Vai80t but r* 1 ™ 

other two orlMlzatioM t 'fo t ? 1 th9ll > “D--TCn‘ O t* I ' ara “ itt0 ' i to the 
forward Infarction of this natle. “ e "* t0 


ts, WHITE, Survey Officer 












U S NAVAL RIFLE RANGE 
TINIAN - MARIANAS ISLANDS 
C/0 FLEET POST OFF ICE 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 



CARBINE COURSE-C 

* S' 

Kate l~\ 


DATE 



RELAY NO 


TARGET NO 


SHOT NO 


TOTAL 


RANGE POSITION 


100 STAND, SIT 


100 STAND, KNEEL 


200 STAND, SIT 


200 STAND, KNEEL 


200 STAND, TO PRONE 


TWO CLIPS FOUR ROUNDS EACH 


TOTAL SCOR 


RECORDER 


EXPERT 175 
SHARPSHOOTER 160 
MARKSMAN 135 


FIRER’S SIGNATURE_5__ 

RANGE OR PIT OFFICER'S INITIAL 
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